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-77je MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
PeriOd for Reply ^ 


. MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _ 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 
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□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is closed fn 
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Application Papers 
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requirement 


— Is □ approved □ disapproved. 
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□ The-specffication is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C §119 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 <aH<fl. 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
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Application/Control Number 09/865,180 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1761 


Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
Group l: claims 1-29, drawn to a method of treating meat classified in class 426, 
subclass 641 

Group II: claims 30-42, drawn to an apparatus for treating meat r classified in 
class 99. 

Group III: claims 43 and 44, drawn to a packaged meat product, classified in 
class 426, subclass 129 

Group IV: claims 45-47, drawn to a packaging material, classified in class 426, 
subclass 132. 

The inventions are distinct each from the other because the method as claimed 
in Group I does not require the specific apparatus as claimed in Group II. For example, 
the method does not require the specific conveyor device having meat holders 
displaceable along a track wherein the holders securely hold the meat products. As 
recited in Group l t the meat could be positioned on the surface of a conveyor with no 
holder system or partition walls or a friction surface. Group III, the packaged meat 
product is distinct from the other groups since it can be made without the method or 
apparatus recited in Groups I and II. The packaged product of Group 111 is distinct from 
the film of Group IV because the film need not be used as a package. The additive 
could be smeared onto the product. The film could also be used with foods other than 
meats. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/865,180 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1761 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art requiring separate searches, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

If either Group I or Group II are selected, the following election of species is 
required. 

This application contains claims directed to the following patent ably distinct 

species of the claimed invention: 

Species I, wherein the additive treatment comprises an additive emitting jet 
Species II, wherein the additive treatment comprises a plastic film 
Species III, wherein the additive treatment comprises electrostatic additive 

treatment 

Species IV, wherein the additive treatment comprises needle injection means. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, no claim is generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
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Application/Control Number; 09/865,180 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1761 

all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 1 03(a) of the other invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Steve Weinstein whose telephone number is 703-308-0650. The examiner can 
generally be reached on generally Monday to Friday 7:00 am to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano can be reached on 703-308-3959. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 for 
regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661 . 


Weinstein/mv/dh 
October 3, 2002 

October 3, 2002 
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